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Jewelry from
Jewish Communities
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Jewelry from Jewish Communities
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This series of stamps features Jewish bridal jewelry from the
collection of the Israel Museum’s Wing for Jewish Art and
Life. The collection reflects the rich mosaic of Israeli society
and contains rare and typical items dating from the mid-19th
to the mid-20th century. In addition to their ornamental
function, these pieces, created mostly by Jewish silversmiths,
are also imbued with economic and amuletic value, and they
attest to the wearer’s social and personal status as well as
indicating the community to which she belongs.

Bridal Head Ornament

Bukhara, late 19th ¢

Bridal jewelry from Bukhara. Unlike the local women's jewelry,
which is usually made of silver, the jewelry of the Jewish
bride from Bukhara is made of hammered gold and inlaid
with green and pink tourmalines. The bridal set includes
head and forehead ornaments, temple pendants, earrings,
necklaces and bracelets - all characterized by precise and
delicate goldsmithing (including the back of the items). The
Jews of Bukhara were known for their goldsmithing work
throughout the 19th century, after which many turned to trade
and became wealthy merchants.

Wedding Ring
ltaly, 17th ¢

The wedding ring plays a central role in the ceremony in
which bride and groom are declared husband and wife.
These extremely lavish rings - inscribed with the words
mazal tov and featuring a tiny house that probably symbolized
the Temple or the establishment of a new home - appeared
in Ashkenazi communities in Germany and ltaly as far back
as the 13th century. Their large size indicates that they were
only used for the ceremony, after which they were either kept
by the family or given to the community.

Bridal Jewelry

Yemen, 1930s

Bridal jewelry from Sana’a, Yemen. Covering her from head
to toe, the jewelry of the Jewish bride from Sana’a is
characterized by its abundance and the fixed order in which
it is worn. The most significant items of the bride's apparel
are the headdress and the numerous necklaces and chains
worn on her chest, including large silver and gilt-silver beads
and amuletic pendants, all made of exquisite hammering,
granulation, and filigree work — a rare testament to the
renowned skills of the Jewish silversmiths of Yemen. The tiny
Patterns on the beads and amulets symbolize wealth and
ertility.

Miki Joelson

The Jack, Joseph, and Morton Mandel Wing for Jewish Art
and Life

Special thanks to No'am Bar'am-Ben Yossef, Senior
Curator

Description of the Stamps & First Day Cover

Bridal Head Ornament

Gold sheet filled with bitumen, pearls, emeralds, rubies,
tourmalines. The Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

Gift of Benjamin Zucker, New York, to American Friends of
the Israel Museum, in honor of his wife, Barbara.
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Photo © The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, by Oded Lébl

In the background: David and Rina Davidoff in traditional
dress at their engagement ceremony, Jerusalem, 1927
Courtesy of Dan Meiri, Haifa Photo archive, Isidore and Anne
Falk Information Center for Jewish Art and Life, The Israel
Museum, Jerusalem.

Wedding Ring

Gold, engraved and filigree.

Inscribed in Hebrew inside the band: "'mazal tov".

The Stieglitz Collection was donated to the Museum with the
contribution of Erica and Ludwig Jesselson, New York, to
American Friends of the Israel Museum. Photo © The Israel
Museum, Jerusalem.

In the background: Wedding ceremony, from the Rothschild
Miscellany, Veneto, Northern ltaly, ca. 1460-80.
Handwritten on vellum; brown ink, tempera, gold and silver
leaf. The Israel Museum, Jerusalem Gift of James A. de
Rothschild, London.

Bridal Jewelry

Gilt silver, silver, coral, filigree and granulation.

Photo © The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, by Mauro Magliani.
In the background: Jewish bride, Sana'a, Yemen, 1930s
Photo Yihye Haybi © The Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

Photo archive, Isidore and Anne Falk Information Center for
Jewish Art and Life, The Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

First Day Cover

Jewelry box adorned with wedding scenes, New York, 1958.
Artist: llya Schor, born in Poland, active in France and USA,
1904-1961.

Gold and silver, both pierced and engraved.

Hebrew dedicatory inscription stating that the box was made
in honor of the wedding of artist Mane Katz; accompanied
by blessings and verses related to married life.

The Stieglitz Collection was donated to the Museum with the
contribution of Erica and Ludwig Jesselson, New York, to
American Friends of the Israel Museum. Photo © The Israel
Museum, Jerusalem.
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